
Good evening appropriations committee, 

I am Prince Benson Nwaohuocha, a freshman computer engineer from 

the Greater Bridgeport area, Stratford, Connecticut and proud UConn 

Husky. I am the fulfillment of a dream dreamt by my parents who are 

both Nigerian immigrants.  

One thing my father would always tell me is that “Illiteracy will always 

cost you more than ever education would.” Knowing this, I strove and 

worked as hard as I could to attend college, something he never had 

the opportunity to do. However, when it came time to fill out college 

applications I sat in front of my computer with IV League grades and 

community college finances. More than half of the students in my high 

school were on public assistance. This is when I came to terms with the 

sad fact that higher education isn’t something that is as accessible as it 

may sound and that people like us sometimes don’t get to see their 

dreams come true. It’s heartbreaking when the list of schools you can 

afford and the list of schools you dream of attending are two different 

lists. An instate school became my only option and since I desired the 

best, UConn became my dream. 

My road from Stratford to Storrs was paved by scholarships and 

student loans. However, that was the easiest part. Since I’ve been at 

UConn I’ve overcome many obstacles only because of the support team 

that I’ve been immersed within. The First Year Programs & Learning 

Community Offices are the main reason why I haven’t either 

transferred or failed out of UConn. My hard work is what got me here 

but they are the reason why I stay. The ScHOLA2Rs House Learning 

Community has given me a home on UConn’s campus and during exam 

weeks that home becomes the Academic Achievement Center. Coming 

from an environment like the Greater Bridgeport area, having a place to 

call home in a place like Storrs is a fantasy for some people back where 

I’m from. However, I know 50 other students just like me that call 



NextGen Hall home as well. What I’ve learned over the past few 

months is that these offices specialize in doing the seemingly 

impossible. Offering 120 courses to over 2,700 Learning Community 

students, having a crew of tutors that practically live in the library solely 

to assist students with their math intense and writing intense courses, 

and training students of all backgrounds to be leaders of tomorrow isn’t 

easy. Yet every time I go to the library someone is available to help me 

get the grades I want. Every time I reach out to my mentor he is always 

there and knows what resources I need. And every time I come back to 

my dorm, I feel like I belong.  

These programs are the bridge between academic enrollment and 

academic success at UConn. They take students like me off of public 

assistance and help us become Connecticut’s future engineers, 

teachers, doctors, and professionals. They inspire us to make our 

dreams reality, and because of this these offices and programs are 

growing. Since 2010, student participation in such programs has grown 

from 25% of incoming freshman to 40% of my freshman class and this 

number is only projected to continue to grow. 

Saying yes to funding a University that specializes in doing what’s never 

been done before, whether that’s on the court, in the classroom, or in 

the hearts and minds of students just like me should be easy. What we 

do at UConn is the hard part. That’s taking students from low income 

households, under represented and marginalized communities and 

investing within them a passion for learning. That’s making what seems 

impossible for some, possible for all.  

I ask that appropriations committee continues to invest in UConn, so 

that UConn can continue to invest in students just like me.  

 

Thank You. 


